“Two Timing” at the IBRA East National Finals
By: Amber Mostoller

The IBRA East National Finals sore to new heights in 2009, setting new entry records for itself in every class.  Every permanent stall was sold out along with the RV spots.  Chris Coffee and Katie Brown joined the short and very elite list of two time IBRA National Champions.  Coffee rode A Bit of Gold Dust to his 2nd consecutive 1-D National Open Championship, while Brown teamed up again with Dealem Tiny to repeat her 2007 1-D National Championship in the Youth.  
WEDNESDAY * OCTOBER 7th
Sponsors/Directors Race * $1,000 added * 178 Entries


The Finals kicked off in traditional fashion with the $1,000 added Sponsors/Directors Race.  This race gives the Directors, State Representatives, & Sponsors a chance to be recognized for all their hard work and support throughout the season.  The 2008 1-D Champions, Chuck Wathen and his standout grey gelding, JA Hot Dash, took the early lead at draw 63 with a 15.835.  Ohio State Director, Amber Mostoller, reunited with her 2007 1-D Champion mount, Docs Idaho Gold aka Mighty Mouse, to try and reclaim their title but fell just short with a 15.871.  It would be a horse called “Cinch” that would take over the lead with Billy Hatzman in the saddle at draw 165.  The pair ran a 15.672 to win the 2009 1-D Championship.  Virginia sponsor, Tracy Campbell rode her good gelding, Rebers Final Request, to claim the 2-D Championship.  The pair ran a 16.181 worth $301.  A 16.696 were the magic numbers to top the 3-D for Illinois sponsor, Shawndie Schilling, riding Molly.  The 4-D was a very close race, with .008 separating 1st-3rd place.  Shelby Henry topped the 4-D riding Pistol with a 17.680, with Junior Boone and Bess finishing 2nd with a very close 17.686.  Shelby also finished 3rd place riding Bear.  The winner of each division received a beautiful Frontier Trophy Buckle along with a jug of Healthy Coat.
$10,000 Guaranteed * 429 Entries
 
The $10,000 Guaranteed boasted a record 429 entries.  The winner of each division was awarded an official IBRA saddle made by Pro Rider.  Lacy Childress rode her 8 year old “wonder” gelding LS Wonder Boy to an impressive 15.324 for the 1-D win worth $880.  IBRA founder and president, Karen Edelen, finished a close 2nd with a 15.394 on Frosty Peppy Olena.  Barbara Baker and De Great Pass took home the 2-D saddle and $660 with their 15.832.  The 3-D saddle was a very close race with less then a tenth separating 1st place from 10th place.  Winning the 3-D with a 16.330 was Illinois member, BJ Austin, riding Cashs Phantom Jet, followed closely by Amber Chaney and Zans Honor Bound.  Mary Kirkpatrick, also known as the dog lady at the National Finals, rode her good white horse Willie to claim the 4-D saddle with a 17.327 worth $220.
THURSDAY * OCTOBER 8th
$30,000 added Open 4-D 1st Go * 572 Entries

With a record 572 entries in the Open 4-D, contestants and staff prepared themselves for early mornings and long days on Thursday and Friday.  The Open 1st and 2nd go were open to everyone including non members and added $10,000 to each go round, with a portion of that allotted as bonus money for IBRA members.  Indiana Top Dog, Trevor Pruitt, blistered the pattern on his big brown gelding Walts Rockin Roll with a 15.225 to take the 1st Go win.  The go round win paid a hefty $2453 plus an additional $300 for being an IBRA member.  Lacy Childress stayed consistent from her $10,000 Guaranteed win running a 15.331 on LS Wonder Boy to take second place.  Michigan wildcard entry, Angela Sullivan, captured the 2-D win with a 15.733 riding JJ Stickman.  Marty Koop took advantage of that chance to run at the finals without being a member by capturing the 3-D win on Hubertas Alibi.  The pair took home $1227 for their time of 16.235.  Pennsylvania Top Dog, Mike Hulsinger finished a close second place in the go with a 16.242 aboard Jones is on Fire.  The pair took home $892, plus 1st place member bonus money.  Another Pennsylvania member, Landon Truax, topped the 4-D on his trusty mount Conners Gold Dust, who ran a near perfect 4-D time of 17.226.
FUN NIGHT


Immediately following the 1st go was the much anticipated FUN NIGHT.  However, most started their fun night early. ( The most popular and entertaining event is always the Womanless Beauty contest and this year was no exception with many states being represented VERY well.  The big and small dog race was second on the agenda and after a false start by Ohio, big dog representative, Memphis, a fair start was established and the race was on.  The largest event, the balloon toss, followed the dog race and turned into the most chaotic event as well with an abundance of extra balloons available for “extra” fun after teams were eliminated.  The states really got to show their strength in the Tug O War, which turned into a heated battle between Indiana and Pennsylvania on both the men’s and women’s side.  Indiana took home the title in not only Tug O War matches, but also the large and small dog race, as well as the balloon toss.
FRIDAY * OCTOBER 9TH
$30,000 added Open 4-D 2nd Go * 572 Entries

The 2nd go of the Open, like the 1st go, started bright and early at 8:30 Friday morning.  State Qualifiers ran first in reverse order, followed by the add ons who were also in reverse order.  Katie Brown was reunited with Corey Breedloves outstanding 16 year old mare Dealem Tiny to run what would be the fastest time of the show a blazing 15.177.  Katie and “Sadie,” as the mare is affectionately known, were also paired up in 2007 where the duo ran the exact same time to capture the 1st go round of the Open 4-D.  Ohio member, Kelly Pitts, and her gritty little gelding, Tin Zan Man posted a 15.295 to take home $1784 plus $250 in bonus money for a second place finish in the go round.  TWR Perks Streakette “streaked” to the top of the 2-D in the 2nd go for jockey Jimmy Cagle with a 15.681.  After a downed barrel in the 1st go, LaVonne Davenport, knew she would have to not only have a clean run in the go round two, but also make it good enough to qualify her back to the short go.  She guided Ima Tiger Too to a 16.185, which was not only clean, but was also good enough to win the 3-D, worth $1227 plus $150 in member bonus money.  There were two members who were perfect for the 4-D go round win.  Ohio member, Aaron Boone on Bender, and North Carolina member, Ashley Parnell and Dunberrys Cash each ran a perfect 17.177 to take the 4-D win and their share of the purse home.  There was also a tie for 3rd/4th place in the 4-D between Mackenna VanSkyock riding Fancy Sierra Twist and Justin Bishop on VF Dial A Red Design who both ran a 17.189.  The second go round was followed by a potluck cookout for contestants and their families.  A heated game of corn hole also got under way, with an entry fee of $20 a team.  The proceeds of the tournament went to the IBRA Turning for Hope Charity.
SATURDAY OCTOBER 10th 
Concert & Church Service
Country roots run deep when it comes to soulful singers Justin Rivers, Jason Baird and Toby Hitchcock. The Nashville based trio, AUSTINS BRIDGE, brought another unique sound to the IBRA Church service at the Tennessee Miller Coliseum in Murfreesboro, TN.

Their southern sound, mixed with a bit of country and bluegrass, (can also be categorized as: “contemporary pop country bluegrass with a little bit of funk”) set the group apart. While bridging the gap between different genres of music, they are showing the world that the gospel can be portrayed through different types of music and still have a huge affect on people. As promised, they gave a new listening experience to an eagerly awaiting IBRA audience.

The group’s high-energy performances and soaring harmonies have drawn comparisons to multi-platinum country trio Rascal Flatts. While such comments are flattering, they don’t do justice to the depth of talent and commitment to ministry that sets Austin’s Bridge apart from other new acts looking to make a difference through music. 

The members of Austin’s Bridge penned all but two cuts on their debut disc, with Justin carrying the bulk of the writer’s credits. Cds were on sale, and the boys stayed after the church service to meet and greet anyone who may have had questions. 

The IBRA is looking forward to working with Austins Bridge again sometime in the future and appreciates how hard the group worked to bring the kind of sound that held an interest for everyone.

“We want to bridge the gap between different genres of music,” Jason adds. “We want to carry the message to as many people as we can.” 

And that, they did!   (References made from www.Austinsbridge.com)
Youth 4-D * Long Go * 238 Entries

After the Church Service, the youth long go got under way with 238 entries to run.  The 2009 youth not only saw a record number of entries, but was also the first year that it would be paid out as a 4-D at the National Finals.  Krystal Pratt rode Sugars Silky Fox aka Sway to top the 1-D long go with a 15.454.  Wisconsin State Qualifier, Krisy Knauf and CB won $407 for their 15.970 which was good enough to top the 2-D.  They also picked up an extra $120 in member bonus money.  The weekend saw its second pair of 1st/2nd place ties when youth 3-D winners Amber Milsaps riding Docs High on Cash and Marissa Wallace and Bullys Lil Hotrodder both ran identical times of 16.456. Once again there was also a tie for 3rd/4th between Kristin Deardorff riding Bye A Smart Hobby and Morgan Jones on Jens KY Jet who both ran a 16.461.  New Jersey Top Dog, Jessica Truehart was “delighted” with her time of a 17.471 riding Sonny Side Delight to capture the 4-D long go win.  
Masters 4-D * Long Go * 250 Entries

By IBRA definition anyone 40 & over is eligible to run in the Masters class, which was also run on a 4-D format.  Jeff Keeney and Streakin USA represented the Open Range well running a 15.517 to capture the long go win of the Masters.  Jones is on Fire, “fired” his way to another paycheck for owner Mike Hulsinger, when the pair posted a near perfect 2-D time a 16.018.  Wisconsin was well represented as well in all classes, and took home Masters money when Sharon Koeppler piloted Poco to a 16.527 worth $226, plus $40 member bonus money for winning the 3-D.  Pennsylvania East member, Ronnie Bender, rode his “Harley” around the barrels to a 17.529 which was good enough to win the 4-D.
SUNDAY OCTOBER 11th 
Masters 4-D Finals * 163 Entries


After the introduction of all the states and their finalists, the Masters Finals got under way to see who would be crowned the 2009 National Champions.  After finishing 2nd in the 1-D in the long go with a 15.659, Michigan members, Lorna Revord and Sugar Silky Fox came back in the short go, and bettered their time to a 15.588 to capture the 2009 Masters 1-D National Championship.  Reserve Champions in the Sponsors/Directors Race Chuck Wathen and JA Hot Dash aka Goose ran a 15.731 to be crowned Reserve 1-D Champions in the Masters as well.  Pennsylvania West took home the 2-D Masters Championship when Diana Altman piloted Doc to a 16.098, just barely edging out the Tennessee team of Jeri Hasty on Playboy who settled for the Reserve Championship.  After a No Time in the Long go, Betsy Desiderio “topped” the 3-D aboard Cant Top This Stop to claim the 3-D title with a 16.604.  Bettis the Bus carried Sandy Black to a 16.608 for the 3-D Reserve Championship.  Open Range member, Kevin Atwood rode Luther to the 4-D Masters Championship with a time of 17.601.  After winning the 4-D in the long go, Ronnie Bender and Harley settled for the Reserve title in the Short go.  Along with their paychecks, the top five in each division were awarded Championship leather jackets made by Carroll Leather Company.  Each National Champion took home a beautiful Pro Rider saddle, while the Reserve Champions took home custom Frontier Trophy buckles.  
Youth 4-D Finals * 151 Entries


The 1-D Youth National Championship turned into a horse race between the two 1-D long go winners.  One, a Wildcard entry from Tennessee who had been in the same situation two years ago and one, a Top Dog from Indiana who was experiencing his first National Finals.  Both had scratched the long go of the youth because they were already guaranteed a spot in the short go of the youth due to their Wild Card and Top Dog qualifications.  At draw 31 Katie Brown and the fantastic mare Dealem Tiny posted a 15.263, the fastest time of any youth entry thus far to take the lead in the Youth.  Trevor Pruitt and Walts Rockin Roll had been the picture of consistency and had run a 15.225 and 15.394 in the Open goes, so they knew the 15.263 was within their grasp.  Walts Rockin Roll aka Walter came close with a 15.292 but would have to settle for the 2009 Youth Reserve Championship, as Katie Brown and Dealem Tiny would capture their 2nd 1-D National Championship together.  Katie and Sadie were reunited after Sadie was given a year off to head to the breeding shed.  Pennsylvania claimed their second National Championship, this one in the youth, when Kahlianne Jones ran just what she needed on De Great Pass to capture the 2-D title.  De Great Pass proved her consistency no matter the rider.  The 16 year old bay mare had already won a 2-D saddle in the $10,000 Guaranteed with owner Barbara Baker and would take home her second saddle for her 15.898 Youth run.  William Ball rode May B Noble to the 2-D Reserve Championship.  Open Range member, Kristen Cherry rode Dude to the 3-D Youth National Championship with a 16.284.  Their win was worth $400.  Ragan McFall and KK captured the 3-D Reserve title.  Tennessee and Michigan took home the top two spots in the 4-D, Tennessee’s Jade Shawl rode Smokey for the 4-D Championship with a 17.272 and Michigan’s Danielle Dudley ran Jessie Jitterin JJ for the reserve title.  Like in the Masters class, the Top 5 in every youth division were awarded a Finalist leather jacket, with the Champions receiving beautiful Pro Rider saddles, and Reserve awarded Frontier Trophy buckles.  
Open 4-D Finals * 303 Entries

If the opening go rounds, Youth, and Masters Finals were any indication of the caliber of the horses at the 2009 IBRA National Finals, then the Open Short go was stacked to be a Finals worth watching.  The two time Youth 1-D National Champions Katie Brown and Dealem Tiny took the early lead at draw 14 with a 15.452.  13 year old Trevor Pruitt stayed true to form running a 15.380 in the short go to take over the lead.  Their time would hold through almost 200 more horses until draw 267, when 2008 1-D National Champions, Chris Coffey and A Bit of Gold Dust, were called into the arena.  When the “dust” cleared the score board showed a 15.369 to take the lead.  Their time would hold through the remaining horses to be crowned the 2009 1-D National Champions.  The 2009 Finals was a show with many “ties” so it was only fitting that there was a tie for a National Championship, and it came in the 2-D.  Indiana member Beth Marsh rode Dun Got Paid to a 15.871, and former 1-D Youth National Champion and Appollio duplicated their 15.871 to be crowned 2-D co champions.  The 3-D National Championship nearly resulted in a tie between Maryland member Jessica Green on Charlie who ran a perfect 16.369 to take home the 3-D Championship saddle, and Mike Hulsinger who settled for Reserve with his 16.370 riding Jones is on Fire.  Donnie Harshfield and Scotch made their last run their best run after receiving a no time in the first two go rounds.  Their Top Dog status allowed them to run in the short go, and their time of 17.454 was just what they needed to take home the National Title.  Illinois director, Donald Hutchcraft claimed the 4-D Reserve Championship with a 17.460.  The Top 10 in every division received a beautiful leather jacket made by Carroll Leather Company.  Champions received custom Pro Rider saddles, while Reserve Champions were once again awarded beautiful Frontier Trophy Buckles.
As always the IBRA would like to thank everyone that made the 2009 National Finals possible.  There were many late nights leading up to the finals, as well as at the finals, and without the help of the office staff, tractor drivers, barrel setters, announcers, timers, etc the show could not go on.  Special Thank You to Tommy Lynch for all you do before, during, and after the finals.  Thank You to the contestants:  without you there would be no reason to put on the show.  We look forward to seeing everyone again in 2010.
